soon going to the front; so none of the soldiers were
surprised to hear him suddenly exclaim, while con-
versing with the quarter-master: "Did you know
that I also am going?" This was said with all the
delight of a child at the fulfilment of a long
cherished wish.

The light horsemen had heen informed of his
intended visit and were standing to receive him,
each at the foot of Ms hed in the dormitory, cap in
hand, wearing the full-dress tunic with yellow braid-
ing. As he passed into the court yard, which was
filled with serried rows of light horse and lancers,
he was enthusiastically cheered. The cheers fol-
lowed him, in fact, all the way up the slope to the
castle, and it was with considerable emotion and
keen pleasure that he gave the Empress the details
of this visit. I remember still how delighted
she was with the manly enthusiasm of the boy,
though I will confess that she was saddened at the
thought of his early departure for the seat of war,
where, notwithstanding every precaution, the
mother knew he was sure to run great risks.

The Prince Imperial heard many more cheers the
day before his departure. A luncheon was offered
to the entire garrison of Saint Cloud and to the
detachment of the Cent Gardes stationed at Sevres.
The tables were spread in the yard of the barracks
where all drank the health of the heir to the Im-
perial throne and the youth of fourteen was loudly
acclaimed. Later, as he passed through the ranks,
clothed in the uniform of a second lieutenant, his
hand resting proudly on the hilt of his sword, and
the military medal shining on his breast, many eyes
were dimmed with, tears. This i& one of the most
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